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A reduced crime rate, a new

look in cruisers, a vjfeb site, and!

new comnjuni^ programs are
s6mejpf;^|-fc^anges- apparent
in theMoilSeJa^^ent lately;'

_ ca dis
cussed the stait|?s"recentiy re-
leasedr^cnme^atistics for-
P.iiybury- oh; Mbini^ay; the best *'
in the past 205ye4rsi-with a 36

p^rcent:clewanc_erate. ,

The Massachusetts crime

rate dropped'overall 5.5 percent

last year with similar numbers

cording-to statistics released

last weefeby.'the executive of

fice of public safety..

In'Duxbury last: year; so-

called part one crimes, which

include rape, assaults, breaking

and entering, larceny/and «io-
tof vehicle theft totalled 86; a

drop from the 138 part-one

crimes reported in 1998,

More- significant; was the

crime clearance rate of 31 in

1999 as opposed.tQ.'28/in 199J5.

A17 percentimprovement over

the previous year. Specifically.

1 last year, part one crimes in-

eluded: one rape with one clear

ance; 15.assaults with 14elear-

no clearances?

DeLuca attributes the im
provement to increased patrols

,'*andi better trainiMg? He
- crecliied 'his departmenii'for
"wpricing; as a-team" and tak-

irigipride in what they do. "This
has;been a team effort alLthe

way. These officers keep their

skills sharp through training. If

you keep busy and interested
then you don't get stale and
lazy."

He said he believed morale

.in the.departmenj.^as positive.
^Sergeant R©ger||anfill

oed jthe factfsaying$this week^*
"Morale is'yery.hrgh^Tlie.pf,-
ficeris are. excited and .every

body is inVplyed in makjng
thiiigs happen^", v v^'

Physical fitness is alsb an
important component of the
department's focus, the chief
said. This summer bicycle pa

trols will supplement the mo-

torpycie'arid regularr.patrpls
which will be enhanced with'
special summer officers.

■Seyecal new initiatives un
dertaken:jjy thedepartment tar-
^ei;areas^f concern. '■ f'• '^:
'■■■" :The department recently"

purchased a digital speed'dis
play screen which is moved to
different spots in town as;part

ipfa majorcrackdown on speed-

: ; jPblice have also sent a mes--
sage to teenagers and adults that

zero tolerance for alcohol abuse

;'wilL'be ^trictiy^enforced;-^ ,

• ' -Recent stirig> operations at
bjisiriesses serving to minors
higlilighted the crackdown.

Unaerrage drinking partiesjire

The department has also in
stituted a web site which gives
weekly updates of department
news and offers a tip line. The

website is, w.ww.duxbury
, policelorg. . •.•'■!...;

This summer.DeLuca plans
to initiate -a. two^week Junior

Pp^ce^Abade'iriy^wh^re -young':
people between the ages of 12

ahd-16 can interact with police
at the station, ride the cruisers,

participate in physical fitness

and get a first hand look at po

lice work.

The program comes .on the

heels of the Police Athletic

League youth-cienter at DHS.

Also new at the station is the.
.; Chief's Outstanding Public
| Service award which was
awarded recently to fifth grader

Christine Drummey for her ef
forts in collecting stuffed ani
mals fordistribution to kids in

volved in ambulance transport

and other traumatic emergency

situations'in town.

■On Monday; the shiny-new
black and white, Ford Crown
Victoria with gold lettering sig

naled the soon to be complete

new look in cruisers, a change

from the" traditional gray arid
blue, ' • .

Sgt. Banfill said the re
sponse to the change has been

ppsitivc.

"The new look stands dut

better. The department is
pleased with it," he said. '

Also added to the depart

ment fleet is a new Ford Expe

dition four wheel drive vehicle

for use near the beach and in

rough terrain. The vehicle is

fully equipped with emergency

equipment including bullet

proof vests, flares and flotation
devices. The police also have

newjackets to go along with the

new look and the overall posi

tive facelift throughout the de
partment.

rely on tips:'


